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Children’s Services Advisory Board 
October 16, 2019 

A subcommittee meeting of the Children’s Services Advisory Board of Manatee County, Florida, was 
held at the Manatee County Administration Building, 1112 Manatee Avenue West, BCC Conference 
Room, Bradenton, FL 34205, on Wednesday October 16, 2019 at 12:00 p.m. 

Roll Call 
Present: Xtavia Bailey (via phone), Connie Shingledecker, Amy Diss, Debbie Tapp.  Also Present - 

County Staff: Susan Ford, Kristi Hagen; Members of the Public: None 

Call to Order/Welcome 
Xtavia Bailey, Chair called the meeting to order at 12:00 pm. 

Priority Criteria Discussion 
The purpose of the subcommittee meeting was to set criteria for determining if program applications 
would be accepted under the four priority areas, which are: 
a. Children in foster care gain a permanent, stable, and nurturing home within 12 months of entering 

care and remain there.  
b. Children remain in their homes free of abuse and neglect and do not re-enter foster care. 
c. Funders, systems, policies and practice align to ensure that our children read on grade level by 4th 

grade.  
d. Stable social, behavioral and emotional well-being for our children.  

The subcommittee focused on the grade level reading and behavioral priorities as the first two are 
already very specific.  

Priority C – Funders, systems, policies and practice align to ensure that out children read on grade level 
by 4th grade 

Discussion centered around acceptance of programs that provide early education services to children 
before Kindergarten, which are evidence-based with built in measuring tools.  One suggestion was to 
word the criteria in a way that states the program must demonstrate age-appropriate early literacy skills 
or progress toward it for children birth through third grade.  It was suggested that programs addressing 
summer slide for children in this age range may also be considered. 

Members requested the criteria for grade level reading programs used by United Way Suncoast and 
Manatee Community Foundation as these are the funders this board collaborate with locally. Debbie 
Tapp will send this information to staff so it can be distributed to the subcommittee members prior to the 
next meeting.   

Priority D – Stable social, behavioral and emotional well-being for our children. 

Discussion on this priority centered around Handle with Care and tying it to afterschool programs and 
childcare centers and reaching beyond the school day since our funding cannot be used for care 
provided to students by the schools.  It was suggested that some funding could possibly be set aside to 
train after school and childcare personnel who would be addressing the use of trauma informed care in 
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their programs. This training could include train the trainer so that continued training would be available 
in the event of staff turnover in these programs. Children who arrive at the out of school time programs 
after school may also need to be handled with care, but the programs are likely unaware that trauma 
may have been an issue for the youth who enter their doors.  Although we are measuring the out of 
school suspensions and behavior referrals that occur during the school day in our annual plan, if 
properly trained, the efforts of the out of school time programs could potentially move the needle on 
these numbers. 

Public Comment 
None.  

Next Meeting  
TBD 

Adjourn 
There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 1:05 p.m. 

Approved 

___________________________ 

Xtavia Bailey, Chairwoman 

___________________________ 

Date
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